..9..orable Lalter J, Hickel
Sccretary of the Ianterior

ciar Mr. Hickels

<his {s {n zespozsc to former Secretary Udall's lctter of Januiry 17,
1..9, on the Bikini rescttlemcnt progran. I am plecased to say that

1@ Atooic Lncrgy Commission (AZC) will coopegate with the Departmonts
.. the Ioterior acd Defeuse in tho elcanup of the Dikini Atoll. Tha °
Cuaissioa vwill provide $300,000 in fiscal ycar 1969 for this purposs.

The ASC will be responsible for the radiological health and safety
aupects of the program. It {s my understanding that the Departnont

o’ Defen.e would like to manage tho clcanup efforta {n goordination
with the ACC. The AEC bas mo objections to this arrangement providing
toe total nc cost does not excesd $300,000.

Cordially,
.
E(';@“"/&«ZM ://3 L»7
Chafirman
< :Jon rable Melvin E. Laird _ .
Sec .-tary of Defense AU
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